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A "Chicago Fire" star tested out his rescue 
skills after getting stuck in an elevator Sunday. 
Jesse Spencer, who plays Lt. Matt Casey on 
NBC's popular show based in Chicago, was on 
a tour of the Illinois State Capitol building with 
his family when he found himself in a scene 
better suited for his hit show. "We piled into 
this elevator with about 30 other people. We 
thought we went up about three floors and 
then the elevator jolted and we got stuck. We 
were stuck in between floors," Spencer told the 
Chicago Sun-Times. "Admin wouldn't call the 
fire department, they wanted to call the eleva-
tor mechanic, but we didn't know how long we 
would be there. People started to freak out." 
With no cell-phone reception and people start-
ing to panic, Spencer sprung into action and 
muscled the elevator doors open to let in some 
air. "Once we got the doors opened it relieved 
the tension," Spencer said. "I took turns get-
ting people that were freaking out over near 
the door. I didn’t want them sticking their 
heads out in case the elevator took off again.” 
One woman was finally able to call the real fire 
department, which showed up about an hour 
later. While some actors like to take their work 
home with them, Spencer joked he might have 
been pressured into saving the day. "I was 
wearing a fire hat, so people thought I was a 
fireman. That's why I had to do something," he 
said. “Firehouse 51 would be proud”. 
Huff Post TV 

'Chicago Fire' Star Jesse Spencer  
Goes On A Real-Life Rescue Mission 

3 Rescued From Elevator At  
Chicago’s Ritz-Carlton 

CHICAGO (AP) — Firefighters 
have rescued three people who were 
trapped for several hours in an ele-
vator that was stuck at a hotel in 
Chicago. The three people are resi-
dents of the Gold Coast building, 
which houses condominiums on its 
upper floors as well as the Ritz-
Carlton hotel. The elevator stalled 
Friday evening in a blind shaft, an 
area with no openings between the 
ground floor and its first stop, on 
the 33rd floor. Firefighters rescued 
two of the people after about three 
hours. The third person is an eld-
erly woman, and firefighters waited 
to rescue her until the elevator 
could be moved to a floor where 
they could open the doors. She was 
out about 45 minutes later. Fire De-
partment spokesman Larry Lang-
ford tells the Chicago Sun-Times 
she was relieved. 

Thank you to everyone who came out to help support 
the Elevator Escalator Safety Foundation. The spon-
sors and attendees went over the top again in helping 
make this event a success.  We had an awesome night, 
and the company extremely enjoyable. 

EESF 2014 Chicago Cruise a Success 
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