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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Wednesday June 4th 
EESF Chicago Cruise  
Spirit of Chicago 

 

Friday August 1st 
Annual Golf Outing  
Gleneagles CC 

 

Thursday September 4th 
CEA Meeting Schiller Pk 
CE Acoustics Presenter 

 

September 8th - 11th 
NAEC 65th Convention 
San Antonio, Texas 

 

ELEVATORS/ESCALATORS IN THE NEWS 

MAY  2014 - CEA NEWS 

Got News Email: CEAMAIL@FLASH.NET 

March 20, 2014 (CHICAGO) -- A man was injured while work-

ing in an elevator shaft in a River North apartment building 

Thursday morning. The elevator repair company employee, be-

lieved to be in his 20s, was working in a shaft in a building in the 

300 block of West Illinois Street when he was struck by an ele-

vator, according to Fire Media Affairs. "The elevator moved 
when he did not anticipate it would move," Fire Media Affairs 
Director Larry Langford said. Firefighters pulled the man from 
the shaft about 10 a.m. and took him to Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital, where he is listed in serious condition, according to 
Fire Media. Sun Times Media Wire 

Worker struck by elevator 
in River North apartment building 

Focus in CTA crash falls on operator  

fatigue & braking system 

Federal investigators will focus on whether a CTA train op-

erator fell asleep at the controls and if an automatic braking 

system was working properly as they seek to pinpoint the 

cause of a spectacular crash Monday that left a Blue Line car 

perched atop an escalator. 

 The operator may have fallen asleep shortly before her train 

smashed through a “bumping post” at the end of the track at 

O'Hare International Airport just before 3 a.m., according to a 

transit union representative. 

 The CTA employee, whose name has not been released, said 

after the crash that she was tired, said Robert Kelly, president 

of Amalgamated Transit Union Local 308. 

 “I can confirm that she was extremely tired,” Kelly said. 

 “Indications are she might have dozed off.” 

 Other crucial issues that will come under sharp focus in the 

inquiry include whether the train was speeding as it entered 

the station at the airport and whether the safety control system 

was working. 

 The train was traveling with such momentum that it smashed 

through a barrier designed to stop trains at the end of the line, 

jumped the platform and climbed the escalator. 

 More than 30 people were hurt, though none of the injuries 

was considered life-threatening, officials said. Had the inci-

dent occurred at any time other than the middle of the night, 

scores could have been killed or injured, experts said. 

 Blue Line service to the airport will be halted until authorities 

finish studying the crash site and decide how to remove the 

wreckage. Chicago Tribune 



 
 


